Proficiency – Vocabulary 4

	Vocabulary:  Multiple Meanings 1


	
English has many words that carry more than one meaning and that can be put into more than one word class.  In order to determine which meaning the author or speaker intends, you have to look at the context around the word.




A.  Read the two example sentences for each word.  Determine the meaning of the word as it is used in that sentence.  Don’t forget to include the word class.

	Word
	Example Sentence

	Meaning and Word Class

	1.  smart  
	a)  She looks really smart.  She has on a new suit and blouse.

b)  She is really smart.  She got 99% on the test.
	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	2.  upset  
	a)  My mother was very upset.  My Dad lost his job yesterday.

b)  My brother stood up too quickly and upset the vase.

	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	3.  hot	
	a)  I dropped the plate because it was too hot.

b)  He has a really hot date tonight.

	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	4.  cool
	a)  There was a cool breeze blowing across the ocean.

b)  The teenager bought a really cool jacket.
	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	5.  drive
	a)  The constant noise drove him crazy.  

b)  He drove me home after work.
	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________





	
6.  face
	a)  She has such an angelic face.

b)  She was facing the front of the class when the teacher came in.
	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	7.  play
	a)  The play Peter Pan is on at the local theatre.

b)  The children are playing in the park.

	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	8.  bank
	a)  They had a picnic on the river bank.

b)  I deposited my check in the bank after work.

	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	9.  light
	a)  The suitcase was very light.


b)  Can you light the fire?


c)  Please turn off the light.
	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________

c). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	10.  sign
	a)  Sign your name on the dotted line at the bottom.

b)  The sign says stop!


c)  We took the sunshine as a sign of good luck.
	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________

c). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	11.  story
	a)  The mother told her children a story before bedtime.

b) My room is on the second story. (British English=storey)
	a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
________________________________________


	



12.  bar
	



a)  We went to the bar after work for a drink.

b)  He was barred from school because of his bad behaviour.
	



a).______________________________________
________________________________________

b). _____________________________________
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