Proficiency – Culture 5

	Culture Encounter:  Profanity


	
You’ve all heard swear words used---in the movies, on the street, in bars and nightclubs.  Every language has profanity.  However, this does NOT mean that you should use it.  Swear words have their place in communication.  They are used as exclamations of surprise, pain, or anger.  They are used for emphasis and in jokes.  However, swear words in any language are not considered polite.  They are frequently used to deliberately give offence.  They should therefore be used with great care.  Before you use a swear word be sure that you will not offend someone, or that you understand the consequences of offending someone.




A.  In which situations should you NOT use profanity?  In which situations might you choose to use profanity?  If you choose to use profanity in a situation, what might the consequences be?

	Yes
	No
	

	_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
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_____

	_____
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_____

_____

	You are speaking with your supervisor at work.
You are female and a male won’t leave you alone.  
You are male and another male wants to start a fight.  
You are speaking with your fellow students, all of whom you like.  You are joking around and having a good time.
You are speaking on the phone arranging a job interview.
You are buying something in a store and the sales person is being rude.
Another driver cuts you off while you are on the highway.
A customer says that they want to change the contract after it has already been signed.
You are in a taxi.  The driver is purposely taking you the long way around to your destination.
You are working in your office.  Your computer crashes and you lose all your work.
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